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from Emperor Francis Joseph, to be presented on October
o to the rulers of the leading states, were sent to the Aus-
trian ambassadors abroad. The letters announced that he
would proclaim the annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina
on October 7.33

Meanwhile Izvolski, not expecting that Aehrenthal
would act so precipitately with a fait accompli, started on a
leisurely tour to sound the Powers on the Buchlau bargain
and to secure their consent thereto. On September 26, at
Berchtesgaden, he saw Schoen, the German Secretary of
State for Foreign Affairs, and emphasized the difficulties
which Serbia was likely to make, adding that he thought a
European Congress would be necessary to sanction the new
arrangements. Schoen listened, and indicated that perhaps
Germany would expect some services in return for consent-
ing to the opening of the Straits. On September 29 and
30, at Desio, Izvolski took Tittoni into the secret This
was the first definite information that the Italian Minister
had had of the impending changes, and his feelings were
hurt. He straightway begged urgently at Vienna for a post-
ponement of the annexation, but his prayer fell on deaf
ears, and was overtaken by the course of events. Though
indignant at Aehrenthal's Balkan plans and silence in regard
to them, Tittoni was willing enough to satisfy Izvolski's
ambitions in regard to the Straits in return for a favorable
attitude on Russia's part toward Italy's eventual seizure of
Tripolis. In the communique issued fco the press on the
Desio interview and in Tittoni's speech in Parliament on
December 4, 1908, emphasis was laid on the complete har-

nand of Bulgaria was about to proclaim his independence of Turkey;

33G.P., XXVI, 97-101; for Francis Joseph's letter to Nicholas II,
sea Krasnyi Arkhiv, X, 42-43 (1925) and KSF, IV, 238-240 (April, 1926).
Since Ferdinand of Bulgaria proclaimed his independence on Oct. 5,
Aehrenthal hurriedly notified Turkey of the Bosnian annexatipn on Oct.
6, one day earlier than the date announced in the Emperor's letters
(G.P, XXVI, 112).